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antenna array handling transmissions of the radio frequency
signals to the mobile device. The mobile device generates
channel measurements for the received signals, and subse-
quently receives a position estimate from a remote location
server. The location server determines corresponding trans-
mit diversity configurations applied to the base stations for
conducting the channel measurements for the mobile device,
and channel measurements at scanned locations in a location
scanning region. The location server selects and utilize a
signature function to calculate the position estimate for the
mobile device over the transmit diversity configurations. A
multi-level positioning process may be performed by adopt-
ing various signature functions, subsets of transmit configu-
rations and/or subspaces of the location scanning region for
accurate device positioning.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR DEVICE
POSITIONING UTILIZING DISTRIBUTED
TRANSCEIVERS WITH ARRAY PROCESSING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS/INCORPORATION BY
REFERENCE

This application is a continuation application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/056,869, filed Oct. 17, 2013,
now published as U.S. Patent Publication 2014/0045528.
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/056,869 is a divisional
application of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/435 151
filed Mar. 30, 2012 now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,639 270.
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/435,151, is a continua-
tion-in-part application of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/852,
443 filed on Aug. 6, 2010, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,314,
736 U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/056,869, now
published as U.S. Patent Publication 2014/0045528; U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/435,151, now issued as U.S.
Pat. No. 8,639,270; and U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/852,443, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,314,736 are incor-
porated herein by reference.

Each of the above stated applications is hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Certain embodiments of the invention relate to signal pro-
cessing for communication systems. More specifically, cer-
tain embodiments of the invention relate to a method and
system for device positioning utilizing distributed transceiv-
ers with array processing and database processing.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Location based services (LBSs) are emerging as a value-
added service provided by mobile communication network.
LBSs are mobile services in which the user location informa-
tion is used in order to enable various LBS applications such
as, for example, enhanced 911 (E-911) services. A position of
a mobile device is determined in different ways such as, for
example, using network-based technology, using terminal-
based technology, and/or using hybrid technology (a combi-
nation of the former technologies). Many positioning tech-
nologies such as, for example, Cell of Origin (COO), Time of
Arrival (TOA), Observed Time Difference of Arrival (OT-
DOA), Enhanced Observed Time Difference (E-OTD) as
well as the satellite-based systems such as the global posi-
tioning system (GPS), or Assisted-GPS (A-GPS), are in place
to estimate the location of the mobile device and convert it
into a meaningful X, Y coordinate for LBS applications.

Further limitations and disadvantages of conventional and
traditional approaches will become apparent to one of skill in
the art, through comparison of such systems with some
aspects of the present invention as set forth in the remainder of
the present application with reference to the drawings.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method and/or system for device positioning utilizing
distributed transceivers with array processing and database
processing, substantially as shown in and/or described in
connection with at least one of the figures, as set forth more
completely in the claims.

These and other advantages, aspects and novel features of
the present invention, as well as details of an illustrated

10

25

40

45

55

60

65

2

embodiment thereof, will be more fully understood from the
following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF
THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system that supports device positioning utilizing distrib-
uted transceivers with array processing, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 shows a typical usage scenario where three radio
sites each with multiple distributed transceivers are utilized to
estimate the position of a mobile device, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary base station
that utilizes multiple distributed transceivers with array pro-
cessing for device positioning, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary mobile device
that is located utilizing a collection of distributed transceivers
with array processing, in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary location
server that performs device positioning utilizing a signature-
based positioning database, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating exemplary steps utilized by
a location server to perform device positioning utilizing dis-
tributed transceivers with array processing, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating exemplary steps utilized by
a location server to perform multi-level device positioning
utilizing a subset of channel transmit diversity configurations,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating exemplary steps utilized by
a location server to perform multi-level device positioning
over a subset of a location scanning region, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Certain embodiments of the invention may be found in a
method and system for device positioning utilizing distrib-
uted transceivers with array processing and database process-
ing. In accordance with various exemplary embodiments of
the invention, a mobile device in a multipath environment
may be operable to receive direct line of sight and multipath
radio frequency signals from one or more base stations each
with multiple distributed transceivers. Each of the distributed
transceivers may operate at different carrier frequencies.
Each of the distributed transceivers may be equipped with an
independently configurable antenna array handling transmis-
sions or receptions of the radio frequency signals to/from the
mobile device. In one embodiment, the distributed transceiv-
ers transmit a waveform and the mobile device performs the
reception and propagation channel estimation. In another
embodiment, the mobile device may transmit a waveform and
each of the distributed transceivers may perform respective
channel estimations. The mobile device may process the
received signals to generate channel measurements for the
received signals. A remote location server may be operable to
locate the mobile device utilizing the channel measurements
for the mobile device. In this regard, corresponding transmit
diversity configurations may be determined by the location
server. The corresponding transmit diversity configurations
may be applied to the base stations for conducting the channel
measurements for the mobile device, and channel measure-
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ments at each scanned location in a location scanning region.
Thelocation server may calculate the position estimate for the
mobile device over the location scanning region utilizing the
channel measurements for the mobile device, the channel
measurements at scanned locations, and corresponding trans-
mit diversity configurations. A signature function for the
channel measurements over the corresponding transmit
diversity configurations may be selected by the location
server. The location server may utilize the signature function
to calculate the position estimate for the mobile device over
the transmit diversity configurations. Depending on resolu-
tion of the signature function over the scanned locations in the
location scanning region, a multi-level positioning process
may be performed for highly accurate positioning. In this
regard, the location server may utilize a different signature
function, a subset of transmit configurations and/or a sub-
space of the location scanning region to update the position
estimate for the mobile device.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary communica-
tion system that supports device positioning utilizing distrib-
uted transceivers with array processing, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 1, there is
shown a communication system 100. The communication
system 100 comprises a plurality of multi-radio mobile
devices, of which multi-radio mobile devices 112-116 are
illustrated, a heterogeneous network system 120, a Global
Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) satellite infrastructure
130, and a location server 140 comprising a reference data-
base 142. The heterogeneous network system 120 comprises
a plurality of different radio access networks, of which a
WLAN network 121, a Bluetooth network 122, a CDMA
network 123, a UMTS network 124, a WiMAX network 125,
and millimeter wave networks 126 are illustrated.

The multi-radio mobile devices 112-116 may comprise
suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that are oper-
able to communicate radio frequency signals with a plurality
of mobile communication networks such as, for example, the
WLAN network 121, the Bluetooth network 122, the CDMA
network 123, the UMTS network 124, the WiMAX network
125, and/or the mmWave networks 126. Depending on device
capabilities and user preferences, a multi-radio mobile device
such as the multi-radio mobile device 112 may utilize or
enable one or more radios such as a WLAN radio and a
cellular radio to communicate with radio sites in radio access
networks to receive signals of a desired service. Radio sites,
as used herein, of a specific radio access network may com-
prise one or more base stations or access points. Radios such
as a millimeter Wave (mmWave), a WLAN, WiMax, Blue-
tooth, Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE), or other types of radios
may be utilized to receive radio frequency signals for the
desired service over radio channels. In this regard, radios such
as mmWave radios may be utilized at very high carrier fre-
quencies for high throughput wireless communications. For
example, various standards organization such as, for
example, the 60 GHz wireless standard, WirelessHD, WiGig,
and WiFi IEEE 802.11ad, are using high frequencies such as
the 60 GHz frequency spectrum for high throughput wireless
communications. The 60 GHz spectrum band may also be
used forunlicensed short-range data links such as 1.7 km with
data throughputs up to 6 Gbits/s.

In mobile communication, a radio channel may be charac-
terized by multipath reception, which refers to receiving not
only direct line-of-sight (LOS) radio waves, but also a num-
ber of reflected radio waves, that is non-LOS radio waves.
With multi-radio capability, the multi-radio mobile device
112 may be operable to receive signals from a set of radio sites
such as the base stations 123a and the WLAN AP 121a. Inan
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embodiment of the invention, the multi-radio mobile device
112 may be operable to perform both non-LOS measure-
ments and LOS measurements over signals received from a
selected radio site such as the base station 123a. Depending
ondevice capabilities, the multi-radio mobile device 112 may
be configured to derive or determine propagation channel
responses or received signal strength indicators (RSSIs) uti-
lizing the LOS measurements and the non-LOS measure-
ments for the received signals.

In an embodiment of the invention, the multi-radio mobile
device 112 may be operable to create or form channel mea-
surements for corresponding signals received from selected
radio sites such as the base station 123a. In this regard, the
channel measurements for the signals received from the base
station 123a may be either the propagation channel responses
or RSSIs. In instances where the base station 1234 is utilized
to determine or estimate the position for the multi-radio
mobile device 112, the corresponding channel measurements
may be uploaded or communicated to the location server 140
via the heterogeneous network system 120. For example, the
uploaded channel measurements may be combined over mul-
tiple transceivers of the base station 123a to create a channel
signature with higher channel resolution characteristic. A
so-called channel signature is referred to as a channel transfer
function or simply a channel. U.S. application Ser. No.
12/852,443 filed on Aug. 6, 2010, now issued as U.S. Pat. No.
8,314,736; provides detailed descriptions relates to identify-
ing or determining channel characteristics for received sig-
nals at a given location utilizing various means, each of which
is hereby incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

In other embodiments a mobile device such as the mobile
device 116 may be operable to locate itself. For example, the
mobile device 116 may receive its position from the location
server 140 or computes its position itself. The mobile device
116 then may act as a moving base station and may generate
channel estimations at its position for other mobile devices
such as mobile device 112.

The heterogeneous network system 120 may comprise
suitable devices, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that are
operable to provide radio connections between a wireless
mobile device such as the multi-radio mobile device 112 and
appropriate wireless radio communication networks. Differ-
ent radio access technologies may be utilized in the hetero-
geneous network system 120 to provide the multi-radio
mobile device 112 with an access to a desired service.

The WLAN network 121 may comprise suitable devices,
circuitry, interfaces and/or code that are operable to provide
data services to wireless LAN enabled communication
devices such as the multi-radio mobile device 112 using wire-
less LAN technology. Exemplary wireless LAN technology
may comprise, for example, IEEE Standard 802.11, 802.11a,
802.11b, 802.11d, 802.11e, 802.11g, 802.11n, 802.11ac,
802.11v, and/or 802.11u. The WLAN network 121 comprises
a plurality of WLAN access points such as WLAN access
points (APs) 121a through 121¢. The WLAN network 121
may be operable to communicate various data services such
as a location-based service (LBS) over WLAN connections
between the WLAN APs 121a through 121¢ and correspond-
ing WLAN capable devices such as, for example, the multi-
radio mobile device 112. In this regard, the WLAN APs 121a
through 121¢ each may utilize multiple distributed transceiv-
ers to communicate with the multi-radio mobile device 112
over the WLAN connections. Transceivers of the WLAN AP
121a, for example, may be configured as distributed trans-
ceiver architecture. Each distributed transceiver for the
WLAN APs 121a may be equipped with an antenna array. In
this regard, each antenna array for the WLAN AP 121a may
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be independently configured at a different and sufficiently
uncorrelated direction to create several independent antenna
arrays for accurately positioning of the multi-radio mobile
device 112.

The Bluetooth network 122 may comprise suitable
devices, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that are operable to
provide data services to various Bluetooth enabled mobile
devices such as the multi-radio mobile device 112 using Blue-
tooth technology. Exemplary Bluetooth technology may
comprise, for example, IEEE Standard IEEE 802.15 WPAN
and/or IEEE 802.15.4. Other PAN technology such as Blue-
tooth Low Energy (BLE) and ZigBee may also be utilized
without deviating from the spirit and scope of the invention.
The Bluetooth network 122 comprises a plurality of Blue-
tooth access points such as Bluetooth access points 122a
through 122¢. The Bluetooth network 122 may be operable to
communicate various data services such as a location-based
service (LBS) over Bluetooth connections between, for
example, the multi-radio mobile device 112 and a Bluetooth
access point (AP) such as the Bluetooth AP 1224. In this
regard, the Bluetooth APs 1224 through 122¢ may each uti-
lize multiple distributed transceivers to communicate with the
multi-radio mobile device 112 over the Bluetooth connec-
tions. Transceivers of the Bluetooth AP 122a, for example,
may be configured as distributed transceiver architecture.
Each distributed transceiver for the Bluetooth APs 1224 may
be equipped with an antenna array. In this regard, each
antenna array for the Bluetooth AP 1224 may be indepen-
dently configured at a different and sufficiently uncorrelated
direction to create several independent antenna arrays for
accurately positioning of the multi-radio mobile device 112.

The CDMA network 123 may comprise suitable devices,
circuitry, interfaces and/or code that are operable to provide
data services to various CDMA enabled mobile devices such
as the multi-radio mobile device 112 using CDMA technol-
ogy or variants thereof, for example, WCDMA. The CDMA
network 123 comprises a plurality of base stations such as
base stations 123a through 1235. The CDMA network 123
may be operable to communicate various data services such
as a location-based service (LBS) over CDMA connections
between, for example, the multi-radio mobile device 112 and
a CDMA base station such as the base station 123a. In this
regard, the base stations 123a through 12356 each may utilize
multiple distributed transceivers to communicate with the
multi-radio mobile device 112 over the CDMA connections.
Transceivers of the base station 123a, for example, may be
configured as distributed transceiver architecture. Each dis-
tributed transceiver for the base station 123a may be equipped
with an antenna array. In this regard, each antenna array for
the base station 1234 may be independently configured at a
different and sufficiently uncorrelated direction to create sev-
eral independent antenna arrays for accurately positioning of
the multi-radio mobile device 112.

The UMTS network 124 may comprise suitable devices,
circuitry, interfaces and/or code that are operable to provide
data services to various UMTS enabled mobile devices such
as the multi-radio mobile device 112 using UMTS technol-
ogy. The UMTS network 124 comprises a plurality of base
stations such as base stations 124a through 1245. The UMTS
network 124 may be operable to communicate various data
services such as a location-based service (LBS) over UMTS
connections between, for example, the multi-radio mobile
device 112 and a UMTS base station such as the base station
124a. Inthis regard, the base stations 124a through 1245 each
may utilize multiple distributed transceivers to communicate
with the multi-radio mobile device 112 over the UMTS con-
nections. Transceivers of the base station 124a, for example,
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may be configured as distributed transceiver architecture.
Each distributed transceiver for the base station 124a may be
equipped with an antenna array. In this regard, each antenna
array for the base station 124a may be independently config-
ured at a different and sufficiently uncorrelated direction to
create several independent antenna arrays for accurately posi-
tioning of the multi-radio mobile device 112.

The WiMAX network 125 may comprise suitable devices,
circuitry, interfaces and/or code that are operable to provide
data services to various WiIMAX enabled mobile devices such
as the multi-radio mobile device 112 using WiMAX technol-
ogy. The WiMAX network 125 comprises a plurality of
WiMAX base stations such as base stations 1254 through
1255. The WiMAX network 125 may be operable to commu-
nicate various data services such as a location-based service
(LBS) over WIMAX connections between, for example, the
multi-radio mobile device 112 and a WiMAX base station
such as the base station 125aq. In this regard, the base stations
125a through 12556 may utilize each multiple distributed
transceivers to communicate with the multi-radio mobile
device 112 over the WiMAX connections. Transceivers of the
base station 1254, for example, may be configured as distrib-
uted transceiver architecture. Each distributed transceiver for
the base station 1254 may be equipped with an antenna array.
In this regard, each antenna array for the base station 1254
may be independently configured at a different and suffi-
ciently uncorrelated direction to create several independent
antenna arrays for accurately positioning of the multi-radio
mobile device 112.

The millimeter wave networks 126, which may operate at
the 60 GHz carrier frequency, may be used due to their effi-
cient beamforming characteristics by using configurable
antenna arrays and smaller size of antennas, and antenna
arrays for the 60 GHz frequency range. The mmWave net-
works 126 may be implemented utilize wireless technology
as defined in WiGig or IEEE 802.11ad standards. The
mmWave networks 126 may comprise devices capable of
operating according to the 60 GHz standards WiGig or IEEE
802.11ad or a proprietary non-standard 60 GHz protocol
designed and optimized for positioning applications. Further-
more, base stations 126a and 1265 in the millimeter wave
networks 126 may deploy multiple transceivers each with a
configurable or fixed antenna pattern.

The GNSS satellites 132 through 136 may comprise suit-
able logic, circuitry and/or code that may be operable to
generate and broadcast satellite navigational information in
suitable radio-frequency (RF) signals to various GNSS
capable communication devices such as the multi-radio
mobile device 114. The broadcast satellite navigational infor-
mation may be utilized to determine the position for the
multi-radio mobile device 114. In an embodiment of the
invention, the determined position for the multi-radio mobile
device 114 together with channel measurements available at
the multi-radio mobile device 114 may be uploaded or com-
municated to the location server 140 for higher positioning
resolution.

The location server 140 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to receive
channel measurements from a plurality of users such as radio
sites and/or mobile devices in the heterogeneous network
system 120. The received channel measurements may com-
prise propagation channel responses or RSSIs, and/or loca-
tions where the channel measurements are actually captured
or detected.

The location server 140 may be operable to collect and/or
retrieve channel measurements to build the positioning data-
base 142. For a base station that is selected and utilized to
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determine or estimate the position for the multi-radio mobile
device 112, the location server 140 may combine the col-
lected channel measurements over the transceivers of the
selected base station, thereby creating a channel with higher
resolution characteristic for the selected base station. The
location server 140 may utilize channel signatures of selected
base stations to estimate or determine the position for the
multi-radio mobile device 112. The location server 140 may
provide the determined position via the heterogeneous net-
work system 120 to the multi-radio mobile device 112 to
support LBSs.

Although location server 140 is illustrated in FIG. 1 for
wirelessly locate a mobile device utilizing channel measure-
ments for the mobile device, the invention may not be so
limited. Accordingly, one or more base stations with suffi-
cient data processing capacity may be operable to locate the
mobile device utilizing the channel measurements for the
mobile device without departing from the spirit and scope of
various embodiments of the invention.

In an exemplary operation, a device such as the multi-radio
mobile device 114 may be operable to receive radio frequency
signals from base stations such as the base stations 1234 and
the WLAN AP 121a. Each selected base station may be
configured to utilize multiple distributed transceivers for
communication with the multi-radio mobile device 114. Each
distributed transceiver for the selected base station may be
equipped with an independently configurable antenna array
that is operable to provide highly accurate device positioning.
Channel measurements such as propagation channel
responses or RSSIs may be determined utilizing the LOS
measurements and the non-LOS measurements for the
received signals from the selected radio site. The channel
measurements may be uploaded or communicated to the loca-
tion server 140 via the heterogeneous network system 120. In
certain instances, a base station may be selected and utilized
to determine the position for the multi-radio mobile device
114. In this regard, the location server 140 may be operable to
combine the channel measurements over the transceivers of
the selected base station to create a channel signature or
transfer function with higher channel resolution characteris-
tic. The channel signature of the selected base station may be
utilized to estimate or determine the position for the multi-
radio mobile device 114. The location server 140 may provide
the position estimate to the multi-radio mobile device 114 to
support LBSs.

FIG. 2 shows a typical usage scenario where three radio
sites each with multiple distributed transceivers are utilized to
estimate the position of a mobile device, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention. As shown, three base sta-
tions 222, 224, and 226 each with multiple distributed trans-
ceivers may be utilized to estimate or determine the position
of a mobile device 210. Each distributed transceiver for the
base stations 222, 224, and 226 may be equipped with an
independently configurable antenna array for highly accurate
device positioning. For example, antenna arrays 222a and
222b, antenna arrays 224a and 224b, and antenna arrays 226a
and 2264, are incorporated with the base stations 222, 224,
and 226, respectively. In this regard, the antenna arrays 222a
and 222b, 224a and 2245, and 2264 and 2265 may be coor-
dinated and may be arranged at a different and sufficiently
uncorrelated direction to create several independent antenna
arrays for accurate positioning of the mobile device 210.

The mobile device 210 may comprise a cell phone, laptop,
tablet computer, PDA, wireless headset, pager, digital/video
camera, toy, electronic book reader, and/or CD/DVD/cas-
sette/MP-3 players. In some embodiments, the mobile device
210 may be a battery-less tag that receives wireless power
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through a wireless charger during the short periods of signal
reception and channel estimation. The mobile device 210
may comprise multiple radios utilized to receive radio signals
from the base stations 222, 224, and 226. The mobile device
210 may comprise multiple transceivers each with an antenna
array to receive radio signals from the base stations. In other
embodiments the mobile device 210 may deploy distributed
transceiver structure as well. In this case the channel mea-
surements to one or all of transceivers within the mobile
device 210 may be used for position matching. All or only the
most suitable transceiver within the mobile device 210 may
be selected for positioning. If the transceivers within the
mobile device 210 deploy antenna arrays as well, then the
device’s orientation data, from an embedded compass, gyro-
scope, etc., for example, may take into account device’s ori-
entation in correlation channel measurements. With reflec-
tions from surrounding objects such as, for example,
multipath reflectors 241 through 245, the mobile device 210
may be operable to receive direct LOS radio waves over direct
paths as well as reflected (multipath) radio waves wave (non-
LOS radio waves) over multipaths. For example, the mobile
device 210 placed at position 1 with coordinates of (x, y, )
may receive two direct LOS radio waves 232 and 233 from the
base station 222 and the base station 224, and four multipath
radio waves 231a, 234a, 235a, and 2364 caused by reflections
from obstacles, the multipath reflectors 241 through 244,
respectively.

The reflectors 241-244 in FIG. 2 may be random natural
reflectors in the environment that are exploited by the system
for improved positioning. In another embodiment, high effi-
ciency passive and/or active reflectors are installed in the
environment for stronger and controlled multipaths for better
positioning accuracy. In some embodiments, the installed
reflectors’ locations with respect to base stations are known
and exploited for positioning. This positioning method, how-
ever, may be also applicable to situations where there are no
reflectors present, because the channel measurements for the
received signals are determined for LOS measurements as
well as non-LOS measurements. In situations where the envi-
ronment does not produce multipaths, however, time-delay
triangulation positioning methods may also be used as an
alternative, such as that described in “Method and system for
determining the position of a mobile station”, Mehran Mosh-
feghi, U.S. Application Ser. No. 61224347 filed on Jul. 9,
2009.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary base station
that utilizes multiple distributed transceivers with array pro-
cessing for device positioning, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 3, there is shown a
base station 300. The base station 300 comprises a plurality of
transceivers 311,, 311, ..., 311,, a processor 320, a channel
measurement database 330, and a memory 340.

The transceivers 311,, 311,, . . ., 311,, may comprise
suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be
operable to receive and/or transmit radio frequency signals
from and/or to the multi-radio mobile devices 112-116 using
air interface protocols specified in, for example, UMTS,
GSM, LTE, WLAN, 60 GHz/ mmWave, and/or WiMAX. The
transceivers 311,, 311,, . . ., 311, may be configured as
distributed transceiver architecture. Each of the distributed
transceivers 311,, 311,, . . ., 311,, may be equipped with a
programmable antenna array or fixed directional antenna. For
example, antenna arrays 310,, 310,, . . ., 310, are incorpo-
rated with the distributed transceivers 311,, 311,, .. .,311,,
respectively. The antenna arrays may be utilized for transmit-
ting and/or receiving signals.
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The antenna arrays 310,, 310,, . . ., 310,, may comprise
suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be
operable to generate antenna beam patterns to form a plurality
of'beams. The plurality of beams may be arranged to orient in
specific directions such as a direction towards an intended
mobile device to be located. In an embodiment of the inven-
tion, each of the antenna arrays 310,, 310,, .. ., 310,,may be
configured to utilize different antenna patterns and array con-
figurations. For example, antenna patterns of the antenna
array 310, may be arranged by adjusting phase array coeffi-
cients for the distributed transceiver 311,. In this regard, each
of the antenna arrays 310, 310,, . . ., 310,, may be arranged
at a different and sufficiently uncorrelated direction so as to
create several independent antenna arrays for accurate posi-
tioning of an intended device such as the multi-radio mobile
device 112. In an embodiment of the invention, each of the
antenna arrays 310,310, .. ., 310,,may be configured to be
linear, planar, circular or hexagonal arrays so as to cover
reflections in the multipath environment between the base
station 300 and the multi-radio mobile device 112. In addi-
tion, the antenna arrays 310,, 310, . ..,310,,may be arranged
or configured to operate at different carrier frequencies
f,, . .., fx. The number of transceivers N, and number of
carrier frequencies K, may vary depending on device capa-
bility and available resources. In general, the carrier frequen-
ciesf), ..., frmay include a few frequencies in the 900 MHz
band such as Bluetooth, a few in the 2.4 GH/5 GHz band such
as WLAN, and a few in the 60 GHz band such as mmWave.

The processor 320 may comprise suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces and/or code that may be operable to manage and/or
control operations of associated device components such as
the distributed transceivers 311, 311,, . . ., 311,. The pro-
cessor may generate training or pilot signals in the case that
channel estimations may be performed at the mobile device.
The processor 320 may perform the channel estimation in the
case that the mobile device transmits the signal. The proces-
sor 320 may compile and analyze the database of collected
measurements during scanning for partitioning them based
on signature functions and achievable resolutions. The pro-
cessor 320 may receive channel measurements reported from
the multi-radio mobile device 112, for example. The received
channel measurements may comprise channel quality infor-
mation such as propagation channel responses, RSSIs or
channel quality indicator (CQI) derived or captured at the
multi-radio mobile device 112. The processor 320 may store
the received channel measurements into the channel measure-
ment database 330. In an embodiment of the invention, the
processor 320 may configure and/or adjust phase array coef-
ficients w,,i=1, . .., N, for each of the distributed transceivers
311,,311,, . . ., 311, based on channel quality information
provided from the multi-radio mobile device 112. Each w,,
i=1, ..., N represents a vector that comprises the antenna
coefficients used for each distributed transceiver. In this
regard, the processor 320 may be operable to arrange or
deploy the phase array coefficients w,, i=1, ..., N, to span and
cover reflections in the multipath environment that create
reasonably strong multipaths between the base station 300
and the multi-radio mobile device 112. In an embodiment of
the invention, the processor 320 may determine or select
which of the distributed transceivers 311, 311,, . .., 311,
may be activated for transmissions to the multi-radio mobile
device 112. The processor 320 may place the activated dis-
tributed transceivers 311,, 311,, . . ., 311,, to operate at
different frequencies f, . . . , fr for transmissions to the
multi-radio mobile device 112.

The channel measurement database 330 may comprise
suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be
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operable to store channel measurements supplied from asso-
ciated mobile devices such as the mobile devices 112-116.
The stored channel measurements may be utilized to config-
ure or adjust the distributed transceivers 311,,311,,...,311,,
to various antenna patterns and array configurations. The
channel measurement database 330 may be operable to man-
age and update the stored channel measurements whenever
necessary. The updates may occur aperiodically or periodi-
cally. For example, the channel measurement database 330
may be utilized to refine the stored channel measurements
based on information on corresponding antenna patterns and
transmit array configurations.

The memory 340 may comprise suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces and/or code that may be operable to store informa-
tion such as executable instructions and data that may be
utilized by the processor 320 and/or other associated compo-
nent units such as, for example, the reference database 330.
The memory 340 may comprise RAM, ROM, low latency
nonvolatile memory such as flash memory and/or other suit-
able electronic data storage.

In an exemplary operation, the processor 320 may be oper-
able to control operations of, for example, the distributed
transceivers 311, 311,, . . ., 311, The processor 320 may
receive or collect channel measurements from users such as
the multi-radio mobile device 112. Phase array coefficients
w,, 1=1, . .., N, for each of the distributed transceivers 311,,
311,, ..., 311, may be configured or adjusted based on the
channel measurements provided from the multi-radio mobile
device 112. In this regard, the phase array coefficients w,, i=
1,..., N, may be arranged to span and cover reflections in the
multipath environment between the base station 300 and the
multi-radio mobile device 112. The distributed transceivers
311, 311, . . ., 311, may be selectively activated for trans-
missions or receptions, at different frequencies fi, . . . , f,, for
example, to the multi-radio mobile device 112 based on the
channel measurements provided from the multi-radio mobile
device 112.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary mobile device
that is located utilizing a collection of distributed transceivers
with array processing, in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention. Referring to FIG. 4, there is shown a multi-
radio mobile device 400. The multi-radio mobile device 400
comprises a GNSSradio 402, a WL AN radio 404, a Bluetooth
radio 406, a cellular radio 408, a WiMAX radio 410, a 60 GHz
radio 411, a local multipath database 412, a wireless power
receiver unit 413, an orientation finding unit 415, a host
processor 414 and a memory 416.

The GNSS radio 402 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to detect
and receive GNSS signals from a plurality of visible GNSS
satellites such as the GNSS satellite 132-136. The GNSS
radio 402 may be operable to utilize the received GNSS
signals to calculate or determine navigation information such
as a GNSS position and/or a velocity of the GNSS radio 402.
The calculated GNSS position of the GNSS radio 402 may be
provided to the host processor 414, where it may be utilized to
support location-based services. In instances where other
radios such as the WLAN radio 404 and the cellular radio 408,
for example, are receiving corresponding RF signals at the
calculated GNSS position of the GNSS radio 402, or at a
known location, channel measurements for the received RF
signals over the WLAN radio 404 and the cellular radio 408
may be location stamped utilizing the calculated GNSS posi-
tion of the GNSS radio 402, or utilizing the known location.

The WLAN radio 404 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to receive
and/or transmit radio frequency signals using wireless LAN
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technology. The WLAN radio 404 may be operable to trans-
mit and/or receive radio frequency (RF) signals over WLAN
connections between the multi-radio mobile device 400 and a
WLAN AP such as the WLAN AP 121q. In instances where
the WL AN radio 404, at the calculated GNSS position of the
GNSS radio 402, or at a known location, is receiving RF
signals from the WLAN AP 121a, channel measurements for
the received RF signals over the WLAN radio 404 may be
location stamped utilizing the calculated GNSS position of
the GNSS radio 402, or utilizing the known location.

The Bluetooth radio 406 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to receive
and/or transmit radio frequency signals using Bluetooth tech-
nology. The Bluetooth radio 406 may be operable to transmit
and/or receive radio frequency (RF) signals over Bluetooth
connections between the multi-radio mobile device 400 and a
Bluetooth AP such as the Bluetooth AP 122a. In instances
where the Bluetooth radio 406, at the calculated GNSS posi-
tion of the GNSS radio 402, or at a known location, is receiv-
ing RF signals from the Bluetooth AP 1224, channel mea-
surements for the received RF signals over the Bluetooth
radio 406 may be location stamped utilizing the calculated
GNSS position of the GNSS radio 402, or utilizing the known
location.

The cellular radio 408 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to receive
and/or transmit radio frequency signals using various cellular
technologies such as, for example, CDMA, UMTS, GSM
and/or LTE. The cellular radio 408 may be operable to trans-
mit and/or receive radio frequency (RF) signals over cellular
radio connections between the multi-radio mobile device 400
and a cellular base station such as the base station 1234 in the
CDMA network 123. In instances where the cellular radio
408, at the calculated GNSS position of the GNSS radio 402,
or at a known location, is receiving RF signals from the base
station 123a, channel measurements for the received RF sig-
nals over the cellular radio 408 may be location stamped
utilizing the calculated GNSS position of the GNSS radio
402, or utilizing the known location.

The WiMAX radio 410 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to receive
and/or transmit radio frequency signals using WiMAX tech-
nology. The WiMAX radio 410 may be operable to transmit
and/or receive radio frequency (RF) signals over WiMAX
radio connections between the multi-radio mobile device 400
and a WiMAX base station such as the base station 1254 in the
WiIiMAX network 125. In instances where the WiMAX radio
410, at the calculated GNSS position of the GNSS radio 402,
or at a known location, is receiving RF signals from the base
station 125a, channel measurements for the received RF sig-
nals over the WiMAX radio 410 may be location stamped
utilizing the calculated GNSS position of the GNSS radio
402, or utilizing the known location.

The 60 GHz radio 411 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to receive
and/or transmit radio frequency signals in a 60 GHz fre-
quency band.

The local channel measurement database 412 may com-
prise suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may
be operable to record and store data related to local multipath
environment information, which may comprise channel mea-
surements, channel transmit diversity settings, and locations
where the channel measurements are captured or determined.
The channel transmit diversity settings may comprise infor-
mation such as radio site identifier index, transceiver index,
transceiver operating frequency, transmit antenna patterns
and array configurations. The channel measurements may be
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characterized by channel responses (channel strength and
group delay), or RSSIs. The stored channel measurements
may be provided to the corresponding radio sites such as the
base station 300. The provided channel measurements may be
utilized by the base station 300 to configure the distributed
transceivers 311,, 311,, . . ., 311,, and/or to adjust phase
array coefficients so as to cover reflections in the multipath
environment between the base station 300 and the multi-radio
mobile device 400. The channel measurements with corre-
sponding channel transmit diversity settings may be uploaded
or communicated to the location server 140 to build and/or
refine the positioning database 142. Content in the local chan-
nel measurement database 412 may be arranged or stored in a
lookup table 412a, for example. The local channel measure-
ment database 412 may be updated or refined on an as needed
basis, aperiodically or periodically.

The wireless power receiver unit 413 may comprise suit-
able logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be oper-
ableto receive and/or collect power transmitted from wireless
power transmitters. For example, the wireless power receiver
unit 413 may comprise a low power receiver when it is a
consumer product such as a mobile phone or battery, capable
of receiving no more than 5 Watt from a wireless power
transmitter.

The host processor 414 may comprise suitable logic, cir-
cuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to manage,
coordinate and/or control operations of associated device
component units such as, for example, the GNSS radio 402,
the cellular radio 408, and/or the local channel measurement
database 312, depending on usages. For example, the host
processor 414 may be operable to activate or deactivate one or
more associated radios such as the GNSS radio 402 on an as
needed basis in order to save power. Depending on device
capabilities and user preferences, the host processor 414 may
be operable to utilize or enable associated radios such as the
WLAN radio 404 and the cellular radio 408 to receive signals
for a desired service in a multipath environment. In this
regard, the host processor 414 may process the received sig-
nals to determine or measure channel characteristics such as,
for example, channel response or RSSIs, for the received
signals. In an embodiment of the invention, the host processor
414 may be operable to provide or report channel measure-
ments to the corresponding radio sites such as the base station
300. The channel measurement report may be utilized by the
base station 300 to configure the distributed transceivers
311,, 311, and 311, and/or to adjust phase array coefficients
to cover reflections in the multipath environment between the
base station 300 and the multi-radio mobile device 400. In an
embodiment of the invention, the host processor 414 may be
operable to provide channel measurements from the local
channel measurement database 412 to the location server 140
to build the positioning database 142 for higher positioning
resolution.

The orientation finding unit 415 may comprise suitable
logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to
identify or find orientation information for the mobile device
400. The orientation finding unit 415 may comprise a gyro-
scope and/or an accelerometer.

The memory 416 may comprise suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces and/or code that may be operable to store informa-
tion such as executable instructions and data that may be
utilized by the host processor 414 and/or other associated
component units such as, for example, the WLAN radio 404
and the Bluetooth radio 406. The memory 416 may comprise
RAM, ROM, low latency nonvolatile memory such as flash
memory and/or other suitable electronic data storage.
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In an exemplary operation, the host processor 414 may be
operable to utilize associated radios such as the WL AN radio
404 and the WiMAX radio 410 to receive radio frequency
signals from radio sites such as the WLAN AP 1214 and the
base station 125a, respectively. The host processor 414 may
process or measure the received signals to determine channel
characteristics such as, for example, channel response or
RSSIs, for the received signals. The host processor 414 may
communicate the channel measurements to the correspond-
ing radio sites such as the base station 1254« to adjust channel
transmit diversity settings such as the configuration of
antenna patterns and phase array coefficients for the distrib-
uted transceivers 311,, 311, and 311,. The host processor
414 may provide the channel measurements to the location
server 140 to build and/or refine the positioning database 142.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary location
server that performs device positioning utilizing a signature-
based positioning database, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 5, there is shown a
location server 500. The location server 500 comprises a
processor 502, a positioning database 504 and a memory 506.
The location server 500 may be a remote/separate server or
integrated into one of the base stations.

The processor 502 may comprise suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces and/or code that may be operable to manage and/or
control operations of the positioning database 504 and the
memory 506. The processor 502 may be operable to commu-
nicate with the heterogeneous network system 120 to collect
and/or retrieve channel measurements to build the positioning
database 504 for device positioning. The processor 502 may
comprise a database processing engine 503 responsible for
coordination of database processing activities.

The database processing engine 503 may comprise, suit-
able logic, circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be oper-
able to handle or perform database processing for the location
server 500. Assume that M base stations and/or APs, denoted
as BS, j=1, ..., M, are selected and utilized by the location
server 500 to estimate the position (X,y,Z) in a three dimen-
sional (3D) Cartesian coordinate system for a device to be
located, for example, the multi-radio mobile device 112. The
base stations BS, j=1, . . . , M, may be configured to utilize a
collection of N, distributed transceivers i=1, , N, for
transmissions to the device to be located. Each of the distrib-
uted transceivers i=1, . . ., N; may be equipped with one of
independently configurable antenna arrays, i=1, . . ., N,. Each
of the distributed transceivers i=1, . .., N, may be conﬁgured
to operate at different carner frequenc1es L./~ 7 fk 7
Furthermore, assume Wi W represent the phase array
coefficients of the i* transcelver for the base stations BS,, 17
1, ,N;;j=1, ..., M. The phase array coefficients of WS 7,
s= l S may compr1se a vector of a size equal to number
of antenna elements deployed at the transceiver of the base
station BS,, where S represents the total number of array
coefficients that are used/exercised at the base station for
pos1tlon1ng The set {117/ w7}, where, j=1, , M; i=
Lo Ngf/=f 7, ... le]5Wlel5" WSZ compnses
various transm1t dlverslty settlngs for channels from the base
stations BS, j=1, , M, to the device to be located. The
number of transceivers N, and number of carrier frequencies
K, available for each of the base stations BS ,j=1, . . ., M, may
vary depending on system configuration.

In an embodiment of the invention, the database processing
engine 503 may be operable to select or identify a location
scanning region R for the device to be located. The database
processing engine 503 may be operable to scan each location
(x,y,z) within the location scanning region R . Corresponding
channel measurements collected at each scanned location
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may be utilized to estimate the position for the device to be
located. In telecommunication, a radio channel may be char-
acterized by channel strength and group delay (channel phase
measurement). Signature-based channel measurements are
referred to as channel measurements derived from channel
signatures or transfer functions. Assume H{j,i.f, /,w_/} rep-
resents signature-based channel measurements for the device
to be located, and Hy{j.i,f, /,w_/} represents signature-based
channel measurements collected at each scanned location
(x,y,2)eR, where, =1, ..., M;i=1, .. sz =f/,.. fK 7
w,/=w, {,...,Wg/. Ateach scanned Tocation (x.y,2)eR_, the
database processing engine 503 may be operable to instruct
the base stations BS,, j=1, . . . , M, to conduct or perform
measuring a set of HO J,l,fkl W, ] } over the transmit diversity
configurations {j.i,f/,w } durlng the scanning phase. Spe-
cifically, the slgnature-based channel measurements H,{j,1,
f./w./} depend on scanned locations (x,y.z)eR,. For
example, at a specific scanned location (X', y', z')eR, Ho{id,
£ /W 7} (xryprcy cOTTESponds to a set of channel measurements
conducted over the transmit diversity conﬁguratlons HES A
W, WhereJl , M;i=1, SNG4/ fll,...,leJ,
W ', .. /. Insome embodlments the transcelvers at each
base statlon may be configured according to the location
server. Then the mobile device may perform the channel
estimations and report them back to the location server or
engine. In other embodiments, the mobile device may be
instructed to transmit a signal while the transceivers at each
base station are configured according to the location server
and the base stations perform the channel estimations and
report them back to the location server.

Inan embodiment of the invention, the database processing
engine 503 may be operable to define and utilize a signature
function SF( ) to estimate or determine the position for the
device to be located, for example, the multi-radio mobile
device 112. In this regard, the signature function SF( ) may be
defined or selected as a function of channel measurement for
the device to be located, H{j.i.f;/,w,/}, and channel mea-
surements at each previously scanned location, Hy{j,i fkl,

.7}, over the transmit diversity configurations {j,i.f7,

o } In other words, the signature function SF( ) may be
expressed as SF(H{j i.f./.w, 7 Ho{j.i6 /. w, /). The data-
base processing engine 503 may calculate Values of SF(H{J,
lsz W/ L Hojd e/ w, /) for measured set of H{j.if, 7/,

7} against each preV1ously collected HO{J,I,fkl w7} over
each scanned location in the location scanning region RS. The
position estimation for the device to be located may be cal-
culated or determined utilizing the following expression:

_min SF(H{. i fi vl M

(t3.0= min b Hotl. v fs. i)

WhereJ 1, , M; =1, SN/ le,WSZ
w i, WSZ , and (x \A Z) are scanned locatlons within the
location scanning region R_. The position estimation (X,¥,7)
resulting in the minimum signature function SF( ) is consid-
ered as the most likelihood location estimate for the device to
be located, such like the multi-radio mobile device 112.
Depending on location accuracy requirements, the data-
base processing engine 503 may be operable to coordinate
with the positioning database 504 so as to optimize database
processing. For example, the database processing engine 503
may be operable to calculate the signature function SF(H{j,

if. 7w, 7}, Ho{jifkl'w“'}) j*l , M; =1, ., Ny
/=17 .. fK fiw =W, S WSZ andmay repeat the
calculation at poss1ble pos1tlon cand1dates Pis-- ., Py, forthe
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most likelihood location estimate (X,¥,z) for the device to be
located. In an embodiment of the invention, several different
signature functions SF( ) may be defined and utilized depend-
ing on accuracy requirements, availability of antenna arrays,
target location acquisition time, processing power consump-
tion, and/or multipath environment or conditions. For
example, a signature function SF( ) with a sufficiently large
gradient versus locations (x,y,Z)eR; may be selected or uti-
lized for a low position estimation error. The slope of the
signature function SF(H{j.if, /,w,/} Holi.iLf. 7w, /}) ver-
sus locations (x,y,z)eR, may be considered as a measure of
location resolution capability of the signature function SF()
definition and the positioning database 504. To quantify the
location resolution and/or reliability at each (x,y,z)eR  and for
the signature function SF( ) definition, the signature function
SFH{jLE /. w, 7 Ho{ii.6 /.w, /1) in Equation (1) may be
calculated by substituting H{j.i,f; /,w, /} with channel mea-
surements at all the available scanned locations (x,y,z)eR,,
and using Ho{j,1,f, /,w, /} as the channel measurement set for
scanned location (X,,y,.Z,) in the region R_. The gradient of
the above calculated SF() values versus the scanned locations
(x,y,2)eR and around the location (x,,y,,Z,) may be utilized
as an indication of resolution or accuracy for location estima-
tion around the location (x,,y,,Z,). A signature function
SF( ) may be defined utilizing metrics such as, for example,
full channel response, RSSI, strongest multipath and/or angle
of arrival (AoA), as following:

SFQ=sum{|H{ifi /,ws }=Holji fi we /HP} over
{ihd i} @
corresponding to full channel response based signature func-
tion. In this case channel responses may be compared coher-
ently which includes both amplitude and phase of channel
measurements.

SF()=sum{|IH{}.i.f; 7, w IHPHo i ows FHPY
over {jifi ./, w./}

corresponding to RSSI based signature function.

3

SFQ)=sum{max|IH{ifif.w, /1P~
max|Ho{ifef,we }IP} over {iifis w./} Q)
corresponding to strongest-multipath based signature func-
tion.

SEQ)=dod(H{ififw, /L H L d we 1)

over {if 7w, 7} ®)
corresponding to angle-of-arrival based signature function. In
the above equation (5), the AOA( ) function may be utilized to
calculate the angle-of-arrival difference between the channel
measurements H{jif, /w /} and H,{jif, 7w /} in the
cases where an antenna array at the receiver side may be
available, that is, when the mobile device deploys an antenna
array or when the base stations with antenna arrays are per-
forming the channel measurements.

SF( )=sum{abs(TDOAH{j i f, /,w.{})-

TDOAH{j i fid we/ P} over {iififws/ (6
corresponding to time-difference-of-arrival (TDOA)-based
signature function. In the above equation (6), the TDOA( )
function may be utilized to calculate the time-difference
between the arrival of received corresponding multipaths
within measured channel responses H{j.i.f,/w,/}. The
above time-difference may be calculated as the difference
between the first and second strongest paths within each
channel response. In more general case, the time difference
may be calculated between the first path and second, between
the second and third, and so forth.

In all above descriptions, ||.|* is the Euclidean complex
amplitude of a set of vectors (i.e., a matrix). In general, each
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element of channel measurement (H, H,) may be a complex
number with phase and amplitude.

SF()=sum{|labs(H{j,i.fi.f, w i 1)~
abs(Ho{jififwo DI} over {iify fw, ™
where abs( ) represents the magnitude function. Equation (7)
corresponds to full channel response based signature function
but the channel responses may be compared incoherently
which includes only amplitude of channel measurements.

In the above signature function variations, a time-align-
ment process may be applied to channel response measure-
ments collected during scanning and positioning phases. The
purpose of this process is to align and compensate for differ-
ences between the timers of scanning device (used during
scanning phase) and the mobile device (being located). In one
configuration, the base stations are all considered synchro-
nized in time. In this case, only a time-alignment between the
scanning device and mobile device is required (base stations
are synchronized in time). To implement this, a subset of
channel response measurements may be used by the location
server to estimate the timers’ difference between the scanning
and mobile devices. For example, the location server 500
analyzes a few of channel measurements corresponding to a
subset of transmit diversity configurations. By evaluating the
first/strongest arriving element of channel response (first
multipath) between the scanning and location phases, the
location server 500 may then align all the measured channel
responses to compensate for such time or timers” difference.
In another configuration where the base stations are not syn-
chronized in time, the above time alignment is repeated and
applied separately to channel measurements corresponding to
every base station. Therefore, the time or timers’ difference
between the device and each base station is compensated or
accounted for, separately.

In one embodiment, as a different method, the task of
synchronizing measurements between the scanning and
mobile devices may be combined into the signature function
minimization criterion. In an exemplary operation, the SF{ }
operation in equation (2) may be modified as follows:

SFOy=sum{|E{.0f 4w, =0-Ho i fifow, 1O}
over {ifif W} ®
where Ho{j.i.f/.w, /}(t) represents the channel measure-
ment (from scanning phase) in time domain and H{j.i.f, /,
w,/}(t) represents the channel measurement (from mobile
device being located). The parameter (t) represents the time
difference between the timers of scanning and mobile
devices. In a joint optimization method, the above SF{ } is
minimized over {ji,f, /,w_/} and parameter (t). Therefore,
the minimization process may find the best value for (t) that
may re-align the channel measurements to the best possible
(hence minimizing the difference between H{j.i.f,/ w,/
and Ho{j,i.f;/,w, /}. Other SF{ } function may be similarly
modified to include the above synchronization method.
In some embodiments related to SF{ } in equations (2)-(4),
a “weighted sum” is used to combine the values correspond-
ing to {j.i.f/.w,/} configurations. In an exemplary opera-
tion, the location server 500 may utilize a set of scaling factors
a{j.i.f /,w, /} where these scaling factors model the relative
reliability and contribution of the channel measurements per
each transmit diversity configuration. For example, for j val-
ues corresponding to base stations that are identified to be
closer to the mobile device (during coarse estimation), the
corresponding o values would take a larger relative value.
Similarly, for measurements corresponding to high carrier
frequencies, larger scaling factors may be used when a small
region is being scanned (since higher carrier frequencies pro-
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vide better resolution over limited smaller regions). Accord-
ing to this embodiment, Equation (2) may be modified and
used as follows:

SFQ=sum{a{ i . w, /B i v, /1=
Holjifed ws /}H }over{]sz/ wef

Equation (2-b) corresponds to a full channel response
based signature function with unequal scaling factors.

It may be also possible to do channel measurement for the
same frequency with different waveforms or modulations.
For example, Bluetooth and Wi-Fi both may use the 2.4 GHz
frequency spectrum. This is yet another dimension for chan-
nel measurements. The scaling factor o may also be applied
to such channel measurements based on their reliability. For
example, Bluetooth may be given a smaller weight compared
to Wi-Fi.

In an embodiment of the invention, the location accuracy
and position estimation error may be calculated for one or
more subsets of the channel measurements at scanned loca-
tions (x,y.z)eR,, H{j.i.f, /,w, /}, instead of using the entire
parameter indices. For example instead of using H{j,i,f,7,

../} for the entire of i= , N, within the base stations BS,,

J l , M, the database processing engine 503 may utilize
a subset or portion of i=1, . . ., N, transceivers for calculating
signature function SFH{j.if. 7w, 7/} H{jif,/ w./}) and
consequently the location estimation resolution or error. The
above process may be applied to various combinations to sort
the positioning database 504 in terms of estimation resolution
and error. In instances where it is identified that adding an
element from the positioning database 504 to the channel
measurements at scanned locations (x.y,z)eR,, H{J,l,fkl ,

w, 7/} used for SFH{j.i.G 7w, /T Hol{j. 1.6/ w./}) caleula-
t10n doesn’t improve the resolutlon or accuracy above atarget
or programmable threshold, that element may be eliminated
or removed from the set used for positioning around a par-
ticular location point such as (x,.y,,Z,)eR,. For example,
assume using antenna phase array coefficients of w, / doesn’t
improve the location accuracy or error by a programmable
threshold, then the antenna phase array coefficients of w,;
may not be utilized for positioning the mobile device in
region R to simplify the positioning and make the measure-
ments collection faster. Similar filtering may be applied to
other variables such as carrier frequencies used (f, /), base
stations used (j), and transceivers used (i).

In an embodiment of the invention, a filtering method may
be used to sort or reduce the number of required configura-
tions. For example, consider a sub-region R',, the location
server 500 may analyze all the measurements collected for
this region during the scanning phase and identify the trans-
mit diversity configurations that do not contribute substan-
tially to the location accuracy in the region R',. For this task,
the location server 500 may utilize the following procedure.
First, the location server 500 may analyze the data collected
from the scanning phase. Second, the location server 500 may
take a single scanned location in the region R, Say (Xpsy oz +)
R Next, the server 500 may calculate SF(H{j.if, /.w,

H, {j.i.f./.w, /}) versus all scanned locations (x,y,z)eR' W1th
respect to location (x,, y,, 7,)eR',. In other words, Hy{j.i,
f./.w. 7}, corresponds to scanned channel measurements for
location (x,.y,.z,)eR’, where H{j.i.f, /,w,/} corresponds to
scanned channel measurements for all other locations in (x,y,
z)eR',. By definition, the SF{ } values calculated will be
minimum (i.e., zero) at location (x,,y, ,z, ) and may gradually
increase for points in (X,y,Z)eR',, as they are further from
(x,,¥,.Z,). The slope of this increase may be a measure of
location accuracy/resolution achievable around point (X,,y,,
z,) when SF{ } is used and all configurations are utilized. The

(2-b)
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above accuracy may be the best achievable with SF{ } at
location (x,,y,,z,) or region R', when all collected configu-
rations are deployed. The location server 500 may store the
result ofthe above analysis as accuracy that is achievable with
this spec1ﬁc SF{ } and at reglon R'; when all configurations
=1, . M; i1, sz fll],...,le,WSl
w 1{ see o, W are utlhzed In the next step, the location server
500 may repeat the above process except for a subset of
configurations =1, . .., M; i=1, N;f./=f 7, .. x, g
W =W i Wi and stores the accuracy for that part1cu-
lar subset of conﬁguratlons At the end of the above proce-
dure, the location server 500 may have a table for each sub-
region R'S assigning achievable accuracy to each subset of
=1, . M; =1, , N &/ fll,...,le,WSl
Wi WSZ conﬁguratlons The location server 500 may
then utlhze the above table for deciding what subset of con-
figurations to utilize when positioning a mobile device. For
example, once the location server 500 determines that the
mobile device is in the sub-region R', through some initial
coarse estimation, the location server 500 may identify and
use the matching table for that sub-region. Within the corre-
sponding tables, the location server 500 then search for the
desired accuracy requirements. The table may return a group
of'possible subsets of configurations that result in the required
accuracy requirements. The location server 500 then picks the
satisfying subset based on some other criterions (such as
power consumption, number of measurements, number of
base stations, etc.). For example, the location server 500 may
pick the subset of configurations that has the least elements,
which translates to the minimum number of channel measure-
ments for the device (resulting in fastest or most efficient
estimation process). The above process to create and populate
the tables by the location server may be performed offline
after the scanning measurements are collected so that the
tables are readily available during the positioning of mobile
devices.

In another embodiment, the above tables for each sub-
region R'; may be repeated for a variety of SF{ } definitions.
This may add an additional dimension to the tables; the SF{ }
definition. Consequently, for a desired location accuracy in
the sub-region R',, the location server 500 may pick the sub-
set of configurations and the SF{ } based on other criterions
such as minimizing the number of channel measurements.

In an embodiment of the invention, positioning configura-
tion information may be stored by the database processing
engine 503 for future use. The positioning configuration
information may comprise various positioning filtering
schemes or positioning scanning settings such as, for
example, different SF( ) definitions, SF( ) accuracy or error
associated with scanned locations (X,y,z)eR ; for different sub-
sets of {j,i,f /,w, /}, elements that do not improve the SF()
accuracy/ slope/error within a subset of {j,i.f, /,w_/} for dif-
ferent SF( ) definitions, and different location scanning
regions R . For example, using the stored positioning filtering
schemes or positioning scanning settlngs the number of
antenna phase array coefficients of w,/=w,7, . . ., wg/
needed to conduct measurements of H{J,l,fkl w, /Y and Hy{j,
i,f,/,w,/} may be greatly reduced. This may result in less
number of measurements with minimal degradation in device
positioning. In some cases, according to the stored position-
ing configuration information during database processing,
the database processing engme 503 may utlhze a limited
number such as one of w, /, . . ., wg/ for the i” " transceiver
within the base stations BS,, j= l , M, for each scanned
location point (X,y,z)eR;. For example, the single one of
Wy 7. ..., Ws/ may correspond to the antenna phase coeffi-
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cients that create the best path or the best reflection from the
i transceiver to the device being located such as the multi-
radio mobile device 112.

In some instances, matching and/or minimizing a single
unified SF() definition of measurement data, H{j,i,f, /,w,/
and Ho{j.i.5; /.w, /}, for the device to be located against the
entire possible locations within the location scanning region
R,, may not yield a reliable or unique solution. Certain SF( )
definitions, however, may yield a very good resolution only
over a subspace R', within the location scanning region R . A
brute-force calculation and comparison of various SF( ) defi-
nitions against the entire locations within the location scan-
ning region R, may lead to multiple location estimates that
correlate with the positioning database 504 with the mini-
mum values of the corresponding SF( ) definitions in the
location scanning region R, for the device to be located. In
this regard, the variety of SF definitions that are available and
applicable within the location scanning region R, utilized in
the positioning database 504 may be limited for device posi-
tioning.

In an embodiment of the invention, the database processing
engine 503 may utilize or perform multi-level positioning for
highly accurate positioning. In this regard, the database pro-
cessing engine 503 may utilize a coarse positioning method
such as a GPS-based positioning or coarse angle-of-arrival
method to establish or select an initial estimate for the sub-
space R', the location scanning region R, for the mobile
device to be located. The subspace R', =R corresponds to a
boundary or range within the location scanning region R,
where location scanning may be performed effectively to
locate the device to be located. Once subspace R', identified,
the database processing engine 503 may estimate the position
for the device to be located by matching or correlating mea-
surement data, H{j,i.f, /.w,/} and Ho{j.i.f; /.w, /}, utilizing
higher resolution SF() only in the subspace R',=R_, but not
the entire location scanning region R_. The resulting location
estimation for the device to be located may be utilize to refine
the selection of the subspace R', = R, for example, by reduc-
ing choosing a smaller sized subspace R", = R'. =R for sub-
sequent location estimate for the device to be located by using
a different higher resolution SF( ) definition. In an embodi-
ment of the invention, same set of scanned locations (X,y,z)
€R may bere-visited for new set of channel transmit diversity
configurations, {j,i,f/,w/}, and possible new SF( ) definitions
for subsequent finer location estimation for the device to be
located. The multi-level positioning process may be basically
repeated until the resolution requirements are met.

In one embodiment, the same method and database is uti-
lized to perform the coarse initial location estimation. The
initial coarse estimation is achieved by using only a subset of
transmit diversity configurations {j,i,{f/,w/} and SF{ } that
are identified to provide low positioning accuracy but full
coverage over the region R;. In an exemplary operation, the
configurations with low carrier frequencies f, / are selected
for coarse initial positioning whereas configurations with
higher carrier frequencies are used in next levels of position-
ing. In another exemplary operation, the base stations may
have radio capability of operating at both WLAN channels
(2.4 GHz and 5 GHz carrier frequencies) as well as mmWave
channels (60 GHz carrier frequencies). This capability may
be implemented through use of separate radios (one for
WLAN operation and another for mmWave operation) or an
integrated single radio covering all 2.4/5/60 GHz bands. In
this case, configurations with f, / around 2.4/5 GHz are used
to estimate initial location of the mobile device. Such lower
frequencies are expected to provide less resolution but cover
a large region. Once this initial estimate is completed and a
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finer region for the mobile device is estimated, configurations
with f, / around 60 GHz are used for higher resolution esti-
mation in accordance to other embodiments.

The multi-level positioning process may enable the use of
higher resolution SF( ) definitions as well as eliminating
ambiguity in pinpointing location. For example, once a coarse
location estimate within the location scanning region R, is
determined for the device to be located such as the multi-radio
mobile device 112, the database processing engine 503 may
look into the positioning database 504 for asubspace R', =R ..
The database processing engine 503 may specify or select a
sub-set of channel transmit diversity configurations {j,i,f, /,
w,/} suitable for positioning within the subspace R',=R,.
For example, given the location estimation accuracy target,
the database processing engine 503 identifies or selects only
a set of two base stations, for example, BS, and BS;, which
may be sufficient to provide a location estimate for the device
to be located. Assume that within the base station BS,, the
database processing engine 503 may choose the transceiver
i=2 with antenna coefficients w,_, 5/~ and w,_,, 5/ ",
choose the transceiver i=4 with antenna coefficients
W,y 4 atcarrier frequencies f,_, , /™ and f,_,, /™", and
so forth. The base stations BS, and BS; may be instructed to
conduct corresponding channel measurements either in par-
allel or sequential. Once the set of channel measurements
H{j,if./,w,/} are collected, then the database processing
engine 503 may calculate the SF( ) against all location points
within the subspace R', =R in the positioning database 504.
The database processing engine 503 may consider the mini-
mum value of the SF( ) calculated within the subspace
R', =R, as a final indicator for location estimate. The above
process may be repeated or continued for finer resolution. For
example, a subsequent location estimation may be used to
define or select a smaller location scanning region R", where
R",=R',=R,. In another example, the positioning database
504 may be re-visited for a new set of transmit diversity
configurations and possible new SF( ) definitions for next
finer location estimation.

The positioning database 504 may comprise suitable logic,
circuitry, interfaces and/or code that may be operable to man-
age and/or store data comprising channel measurements H{j,
i.f, /,w_/} learned from a plurality of associated radio sites
such as base stations and/or APs. The contents in the posi-
tioning database 504 may be updated as needed, either ape-
riodically or periodically.

The memory 506 may comprise suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces and/or code that may be operable to store informa-
tion comprising executable instructions, and configuration
information, that may be utilized by the processor 502. The
executable instructions may comprise algorithms that may be
utilized to calculate location estimate for mobile devices
using base stations with distributed transceivers through array
processing. The memory 506 may comprise RAM, ROM, low
latency nonvolatile memory such as flash memory and/or
other suitable electronic data storage.

In an exemplary operation, the processor 502 may be oper-
able to collect or track location related information of asso-
ciated mobile devices to build the positioning database 504.
Radio sites such as the base stations BS,, j=1, . .., M, each
with i=1, . . ., N, distributed transceivers may be utilized by
the database processing engine 503 for device positioning. In
this regard, the database processing engine 503 may deter-
mine transmit diversity configurations and instruct the base
stations BS,, j=1, . . ., M, to conduct corresponding channel
measurements. Various SF( ) definitions such as full channel
response-based SF( ) definition may be selected for the chan-
nel measurements over a location scanning region R,. A
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multi-level positioning process may be performed utilizing
the positioning database 504 for highly accurate positioning.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating exemplary steps utilized by
a location server to perform device positioning utilizing dis-
tributed transceivers with array processing, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 6, in
step 602, a location server 500 utilizes multiple distributed
transceivers with antenna array processing for device posi-
tioning. The exemplary steps start with step 604, where the
database processing engine 503 may be operable to select a
location scanning region R; for a device to be located, for
example, the multi-radio mobile device 112. The location
scanning region R for the device to be located may be
selected or identified utilizing various coarse positioning
methods such as a GPS-based positioning method or a coarse
angle-of-arrival based positioning. The location scanning
region R, is covered or served by a plurality of base stations
BS, j=1,..., M, each with multiple distributed transceivers,
i=1, ..., N,. Bach of the N, distributed transceivers for the
base station BS; may be equipped with an independently
configurable antenna array. Bach of the N, distributed trans-
ceivers may operate at different carrier frequencies f, /=
S SEANI

In step 606 the database processing engine 503 may be
operable to determine channel transmit diversity configura-
tions, {j,i.f, /,w, /} for the distributed transceivers of the base
stations BSg, j=1, . . . , M. The determined channel transmit
diversity configurations {j,i.f; /,w_/} may comprise various
channel transmit settings such as, for example, radio site
identifier index, transceiver index, transceiver operating fre-
quency, and transmit antenna patterns (array coefficients) and
array configurations.

In step 608, during the scanning phase, the processor 502
may instruct or signal each of the base stations BS, j=1, .
M, to conduct a set of channel measurements H,, {J,l,fkl W,
according to the detennlned channel transmit dlversny con-
figurations {j,i.f /,w . 7} at each scanned location point in the
location scanning region R .. In step 610, during the position-
ing phase, the processor 502 may instruct each of the base
stations to conduct channel measurements for the mobile
device to be located according to the determined channel
transmit diversity configurations {j,i,f, /,w_/}. In step 612,
the processor 502 may be operable to retrieve the channel
measurements associated with each of the scanned locations
in the location scanning region R, and the channel measure-
ments for the device to be located in accordance with the
determined channel transmit diversity configurations
{15/, w7} In step 614, the database processing engine 503
may select a signature function SF( ) for the collected channel
measurements, H{ } and the scanning phase channel mea-
surements Hy{ }, over the determined channel transmit diver-
sity configurations {j,i,f; /,w, /}. In this regard, the signature
function SF(H{j.i.f. /. w, /}.Holj.Lf, /-w, /1) may be defined
utilizing various metrics such as, for example, full channel
response, RSSI, strongest multipath and/or angle of arrival
(AoA), as presented in equations (2) through (5). In step 616,
the signature function SFH{j.if /.w, 7/} Holi.if 7w, /D)
may be utilized to estimate the position for the device over the
determined transmit dlversr[y configurations {j,i sz w7} at
each scanned location point in the location scanning reglon
R..

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating exemplary steps utilized by
a location server to perform multi-level device positioning
utilizing a subset of channel transmit diversity configurations,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. Refer-
ring to FIG. 7, in step 702, a location server 500 utilizes
multiple distributed transceivers with antenna array process-
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ing for device positioning. The exemplary steps start with step
704, where the database processing engine 503 may be oper-
able to select a location scanning region R for a device to be
located, for example, the multi-radio mobile device 112. The
location scanning region R, for the device to be located may
be selected or identified utilizing various coarse positioning
methods such as a GPS-based positioning method or coarse
WLAN-based positioning method. The location scanning
region R, is covered or served by a plurality of base stations
BS, j=1, ..., M, each with multiple distributed transceivers,
i=1,...,N,. Eachofthe N, distributed transceivers for the base
station BS; may be equipped with an independently config-
urable antenna array. Each of the N; distributed transceivers
may operate at different carrier frequen01es SAECS MEANI
f J

In step 706, the database processing engine 503 may be
operable to determine channel transmit diversity configura-
tions, {j.i,f,/,w,/}. for the distributed transceivers of the
base stations BS , =1, , M. The determined channel
transmit dlversr[y conﬁguratlons {117 ,w,/} may comprise
various channel transmit settings such as, for example, radio
site identifier index, transceiver index, transceiver operating
frequency, and transmit antenna patterns and array configu-
rations. In step 708, the database processing engine 503 may
select a subset of the determined channel transmit diversity
configurations for the distributed transceivers of the base
stations BS, j=1, . . ., M. For example, a subset or portion of
i=1, N transcelvers and/or carrier frequencies f, /=
i/ ..., le may be selected to be used for conductlng
channel measurements H{jif, /w,/} instead of using the
entire parameter indices. This sub-set selection may or may
not be considered during the positioning of the mobile device
(i.e., location estimation phase). During the scanning, all
available transmit diversity configurations may be pro-
grammed and all corresponding channel measurements may
be collected into the server database.

In step 710, the processor 502 may instruct or signal each
of the base stations BS,, j=1, , M, to conduct a set of
channel measurements H{J,l,fkl Sl] } according to the sub-
set of the detennlned channel transmit diversity configura-
tions {j.1.f, /,w,/} at each scanned location point in the loca-
tion scanning region R . Step 710 may be bypassed in order to
keep the scanning phase measurements as complete as pos-
sible. In step 712, the processor 502 may instruct each of the
base stations to conduct channel measurements for the mobile
device to be located according to the subset of the determined
channel transmit diversity configurations {j,i.f/,w,/}. In
step 714, the processor 502 may be operable to collect or
retrieve the channel measurements associated with each of
the scanned locations in the location scanning region R, and
the channel measurements for the device to be located in
accordance with the subset of the determined channel trans-
mit diversity configurations {j.i.f /., /

In step 716, the database processing engine 503 may select
a signature function SF( ), which may vary from iteration to
iteration based on: accuracy resolution from previous itera-
tion, target resolution accuracy, and the updated region of the
mobile device, for the collected channel measurements, H{ }
and H,{ }, over the subset of the determined channel transmit
diversity configurations {J,l,fkl w71 Inthis regard, the sig-
nature function SF(H{J £ 7w, 5 } HO jif 7/, w,/}) may be
defined utilizing various metrics such as, for example, full
channel response, RSSI, strongest multipath and/or angle of
arrival (AoA), as presented in equations (2) through (5). In
step 718, the database processing engine 503 may check or
evaluate resolution capability of the signature function
SFH{j.LG. /. w, 7} Ho{j.i.6 /.w, /1) by calculating the slop
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or the gradient of the signature function SPH{j.iG/w, /T,

H,{j.if,/,w,/}) versus each of the scanned locations in the
location scanning region R . In instances where the resolution
capability of the signature function SF(H{j.i.f./.w, /}.Ho{j,
i,f, /,w,/}) satisfies a particular accuracy requirement, then
the exemplary steps continue in step 720, where the signature
function SF(H{j,i.f, /,w, /}.Ho {515, /,w, /}) may be utilized
to estimate the position for the device to be located over the
subset of the determined channel transmit diversity configu-
rations {j.,i,f,/,w,/} at each scanned location point in the
location scanning region R.

In step 718, in instances where the resolution capability of
the signature function SFH{j.if 7w, 7/} Holi.if. 7w, /D
does not satisty the accuracy requirements, then the exem-
plary steps continue in step 710 and/or in step 716 depending
on system configuration. In this regard, the resolution capa-
bility of the signature function SFH{j.i.f, /. w, /1 Ho{j.i.5. /.
w,/}) may be improved by selecting a different signature
function SF( ') and/or selecting a different subset of the deter-
mined channel transmit diversity configurations {j.i.f;7,
w,/} to repeat the database processing until the accuracy
requirements are met.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating exemplary steps utilized by
a location server to perform multi-level device positioning
over a subset of a location scanning region, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 8, in
step 802, a location server 500 utilizes multiple distributed
transceivers with antenna array processing for device posi-
tioning. The exemplary steps start with step 804, where the
database processing engine 503 may be operable to select a
location scanning region R; for a device to be located, for
example, the multi-radio mobile device 112. The location
scanning region R, for the device to be located may be
selected or identified utilizing various coarse positioning
methods such as a GPS-based or WLAN-based positioning
method. The location scanning region R is covered or served
by a plurality of base stations BS;, j=1, , M, each with
multiple distributed transceivers, i=1, . . ., N,. Each of the N;
distributed transceivers for the base station BS; may be
equipped with an independently configurable antenna array.
Each of the N; distributed transceivers may operate at differ-
ent carrier frequen01es UECS WA WA

In step 806, the database processmg engine 503 may be
operable to determine channel transmit diversity configura-
tions, {j,i,f,/,w,/}, for the distributed transceivers of the
base stations BS , =1, , M. The determined channel
transmit dlvers1ty conﬁguratlons {j L./ ,w, /} may comprise
various channel transmit settings such as, for example, radio
site identifier index, transceiver index, transceiver operating
frequency, and transmit antenna patterns and array configu-
rations. In step 808, the database processing engine 503 may
select a subspace R', the location scanning region R,. For
example, a set of particular location points away from the
boundaries of the location scanning region R  may be selected
to form the subspace R',=R._. In one embodiment, step 808
may be bypassed as the scanning phase is conducted for the
entire region of interest.

In step 810, the processor 502 may instruct or signal each
of the base stations BS,, j=1, , M, to conduct a set of
channel measurements HO{J i sz W, /} according to the
determined channel transmit dlversity configurations {j,i,
f./-w,/} at each scanned location point in the subspace
R',=R,. In step 812, the processor 502 may instruct each of
the base stations to conduct channel measurements for the
device to be located according to the determined channel
transmit diversity configurations {j,i,f /,w,/}. In step 814,
the processor 502 may be operable to collect or retrieve the
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channel measurements associated with each of the scanned
locations in the subspace R', =R, and the channel measure-
ments for the device to be located in accordance with the
determined channel transmit diversity configurations {j,i,
fk,ijiws,i] .

In step 816, the database processing engine 503 may select
a signature function SF() for the collected channel measure-
ments, H{ } and Hy{ }, over the determined channel transmit
diversity configurations {J,l,fkl w_ 7} In this regard, the sig-
nature function SF(H{J L W, ; } HO{J,I,fkl w,/}) may be
defined utilizing various metrics such as, for example, full
channel response, RSSI, strongest multipath and/or angle of
arrival (AoA), as presented in equations (2) through (5). The
choice of SF{ } may vary from one iteration to next depend-
ing on the updated estimate of region R" of'the mobile device
and target location resolution. As the region R",, gets finer
and smaller over iterations, SF{ } functions are selected that
are more suitable for higher resolution but only work over a
smaller region. In step 818, the database processing engine
503 may check or evaluate resolution capability of the signa-
ture function SF(H{j.if, 7w, /}Ho{j.if. /7w, /D), for
example, by calculating the slop or the gradient of the signa-
ture function SF(H{jif./w,/}Holjif/w,/}) versus
each of the scanned locations in the subspace R'SCRS. In
instances where the resolution capability of the signature
function SF(H{j,if./,w, 7} Ho{i.Lf./,w./}) satisfies accu-
racy requirements, then the exemplary steps continue in step
820, where the signature function SF(H{ji,£, /,w, /}.H,{j,
f./-w,/}) may be utilized to estimate the position for the
deV1ce over the determmed channel transmit diversity con-
figurations {j.i.f, /,w,/} at each scanned location point in the
subspace R',cR_.

In step 818, in instances where the resolution capability of
the signature function SFH{j.if /.w, 7/} Holi.iLf/w,. /D
does not satisty the accuracy requirements, then the exem-
plary steps continue in step 808. In step 808, the database
processing engine 503 may select a different subspace R’
(finer and smaller than the previous one using the not-suffi-
ciently-accurate location estimate from this iteration) of the
location scanning region R . For example, R", =R', =R may
be selected and the database processing may be repeated until
the accuracy requirements are met.

Aspects of a method and system for device positioning
utilizing distributed transceivers with array processing and
database processing are provided. In accordance with various
exemplary embodiments of the invention, as described with
respect to FIG. 1 through FIG. 8, a mobile communication
device such as the multi-radio mobile device 400 in a multi-
path environment 200 may be operable to multipath receive
radio frequency signals from one or more radio sites such as
the base stations BS , j=1, . . ., M, each with multiple distrib-
uted transceivers, i=1, . . ., N;. Each of the distributed trans-
ceivers i=1, ..., N, may be conﬁgured to operate at different
carrier frequen01es f,/=f 7, ..., fx /. Bach of the N_ distrib-
uted transceivers for the base station BS be equlpped with an
independently configurable antenna array for transmitting the
radio frequency signals to the multi-radio mobile device 400,
where, represent the phase array coefficients of the trans-
ceiver for the base stations BS, i=1, ..., N; j=1, , M.

The host processor 414 of the multl rad10 moblle deVice
400 may process the received signals to generate channel
measurements such as, for example, channel response or
RSSIs, for the received signals. A remote location server such
as the location server 500 may be operable to locate the
multi-radio mobile device 400 utilizing the channel measure-
ments for the multi-radio mobile device 400. In this regard,
corresponding transmit diversity configurations may be
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determined by the location server 500. The corresponding
transmit diversity configurations may be applied to the base
stations BS, j=1, . . . , M, for conducting the channel mea-
surements for the multi-radio mobile device 400, and channel
measurements at each scanned location in the location scan-
ning region R,. The position estimate for the multi-radio
mobile device 400 may be calculated by the location server
500 over the location scanning region R utilizing the channel
measurements for the multi-radio mobile device 400, the
channel measurements at scanned locations, and correspond-
ing transmit diversity configurations {j.i.f;/.w,/}, which
comprise base station identifier index, transceiver index,
transceiver operating frequency, and transmit antenna pat-
terns and array configurations for each of the base stations
utilized for positioning the multi-radio mobile device 400.

In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, the location
server 500 may select a signature function SF(H{j.i.f,/,
w, 7 L Holjd.8,. 7w, /) for the channel measurements for the
multi-radio mobile device 400, and the channel measure-
ments with the scanned locations over the corresponding
transmit diversity configurations {j,i,f; /,w, /}. The signature
function SF(H{J,I,fkl W L H A W, }) may be defined
utilizing various metrics such as, for example full channel
response, RSSI, strongest multipath and/or angle of arrival
(AoA), as presented in equations (2) through (5). The location
server 500 may utilize the signature function SF(H{j,i,f./,
w, 7 LHo {7 w, /1) to calculate or determine the position
estimate (X,¥,Z) for the multi-radio mobile device 400 over the
transmit diversity configurations {j,i,f,/w,/}. Depending
on resolution of the signature function SF( ) over the scanned
locations in the location scanning region R,, the location
server 500 may perform multi-level positioning process for
highly accurate positioning. In this regard, the database pro-
cessing engine 503 may check resolution of the signature
function SFH{j1E 7w, /1 Ho{jiE/w, /), for example,
by calculating the slope or the gradient of the signature func-
tion SF(H{j.if./.w, 7/} Ho{iif./.w,/}) versus each of the
scanned locations in the location scanning region R.. In
instances where the resolution of the signature function
SFH{jLE /W, /L Ho 4G/ w, /1) does not satisfy the
accuracy requirements, then the position estimate (X,¥,z) for
the multi-radio mobile device 400 may be updated. For
example, the database processing engine 503 may utilize a
different signature function SF( ) to calculate the updated
position estimate (x,9,z) for the multi-radio mobile device
400 over the transmit diversity configurations {j,i.f, /,w,/

In addition, a subset of the channel transmit diversity con-
figurations {j.i,f,/,w,/} and/or a subspace of the location
scanning region R corresponding to higher resolution of the
signature function SF(H{j.i.f, /.w, 7/} Ho{j.i.f. /. w,/}) may
be identified or selected by the database processing engine
503. To simplify the device positioning, the database process-
ing engine 503 may select a subset of the transmit diversity
configurations {j,i,f, /,w, /} and/or a subspace of the location
scanning region R, over which the signature function SF( )
yields a very good resolution. The database processing engine
503 may utilize the signature function SF( ) to calculate the
updated position estimate for the multi-radio mobile device
400 over the selected subset of the transmit diversity configu-
rations {j.i.f;/,w,/} and/or the scanned locations in the
selected subspace of the location scanning region Rs. The
multi-radio mobile device 400 may receive the updated posi-
tion estimate from the database processing engine 503 to
support LBSs.

In one embodiment, if strong stationary reflectors are iden-
tified in the environment or strong passive/active reflectors
are installed in the environment with known locations (in
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accordance to another embodiment), the location server 500
may choose antenna array coefficients w, /, ..., w/ for each

base station and transceiver such that the resulting antenna
beam patterns would point to the strong natural/installed
reflectors in the room. In the case of installed reflectors, since
the location of base station and location of reflectors are
known by the location server 500, the location server 500 may
use that information to derive w, / , W/ coefficients that
results in strong multipath through a pomted antenna pattern
between the base station and those strong reflectors. Multi-
paths that are caused by reflectors may create virtual trans-
mitter base stations. For example, in FIG. 2, the base station
222 transmits radio waves 231, which reflect from reflector
241 as 231a and arrive at mobile device 210. The multipath
231-231a may be viewed as originating from a virtual base
station, where the position of this virtual base station is the
reflection of base station 222 on the wall of reflector 241. This
position intersects the straight line 231a when line 231a is
extended backwards. Likewise, the reflectors 242, 243, and
244 may create virtual base stations. The greater the number
of reflectors the greater is the number of virtual transmitters
and that translates into a higher accuracy for the positioning
method of this invention. This is in sharp contrast to conven-
tional methods, where multipath propagation degrades sys-
tem performance.

Other embodiments of the invention may provide a non-
transitory computer readable medium and/or storage
medium, and/or a non-transitory machine readable medium
and/or storage medium, having stored thereon, a machine
code and/or a computer program having at least one code
section executable by a machine and/or a computer, thereby
causing the machine and/or computer to perform the steps as
described herein for device positioning utilizing distributed
transceivers with array processing and database processing.

Accordingly, the present invention may be realized in hard-
ware, software, or a combination of hardware and software.
The present invention may be realized in a centralized fashion
in at least one computer system, or in a distributed fashion
where different elements are spread across several intercon-
nected computer systems. Any kind of computer system or
other apparatus adapted for carrying out the methods
described herein is suited. A typical combination of hardware
and software may be a general-purpose computer system with
a computer program that, when being loaded and executed,
controls the computer system such that it carries out the
methods described herein.

The present invention may also be embedded in a computer
program product, which comprises all the features enabling
the implementation of the methods described herein, and
which when loaded in a computer system is able to carry out
these methods. Computer program in the present context
means any expression, in any language, code or notation, of a
set of instructions intended to cause a system having an infor-
mation processing capability to perform a particular function
either directly or after either or both of the following: a)
conversion to another language, code or notation; b) repro-
duction in a different material form.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to certain embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted without departing from the
scope of the present invention. In addition, many modifica-
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the present invention without departing
from its scope. Therefore, it is intended that the present inven-
tion not be limited to the particular embodiment disclosed,
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but that the present invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of processing signals, the method comprising:

in a mobile device:

receiving radio frequency signals from one or more base
stations, wherein:
each of said one or more base stations comprises a
plurality of distributed, transceivers; and
each of said plurality of distributed transceivers com-
prises an independently configurable antenna array
for transmitting said radio frequency signals to said
mobile device;
generating channel measurements over a plurality of
transmit diversity configurations for said received
radio frequency signals; and
receiving a position estimate for said mobile device from
a location server,
wherein the transmit diversity configurations are deter-
mined by said location server, wherein the transmit
diversity configurations comprise antenna patterns of
said antenna arrays of said distributed transceivers,
said transmit diversity configurations being applied to
said one or more base stations for said channel mea-
surements for said mobile device and channel mea-
surements at scanned locations in a location scanning
region;
wherein said position estimate for said mobile device
over said location scanning region utilizes said chan-
nel measurements over said plurality of transmit
diversity configurations by optimizing a signature
function value based on said channel measurements
and a set of channel measurements from a database
maintained by said location server; and
wherein a weighted sum is utilized to combine values
corresponding to measured channels per transmit
diversity configurations when optimizing said signa-
ture function, wherein the weighted sum utilizes a set
of scaling factors to model a relative reliability and
contribution of each channel measurement.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said signature function
is defined in terms of full channel response, receive signal
strength indicator, strongest multipath, or angle of arrival for
said channel measurements for said mobile device, and said
channel measurements at said scanned locations over said
transmit diversity configurations.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said position estimate
for said mobile device is updated by said location server
based on a resolution of said signature function over said
scanned locations in said location scanning region.

4. The method to claim 3, wherein a subset of said transmit
diversity configurations and/or a subspace of said location
scanning region is selected by said location server based on
said resolution of said signature function over said scanned
locations in said location scanning region.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said signature function
is utilized by said location server to calculate said updated
position estimate for said mobile device over said subset of
said transmit diversity configurations and/or over said sub-
space of said location scanning region.

6. The method to of claim 3, wherein said updated position
estimate for said mobile device is calculated by said location
server, by utilizing a different signature function for said
channel measurements for said mobile device and said chan-
nel measurements with said scanned locations over said trans-
mit diversity configurations.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein optimizing the signature
function comprises conducting said optimization over the
location scanning region determined by said location server.

8. The method of claim 1 further comprising using the
position estimate resulting from said optimization of the sig-
nature function as a most likelihood location estimate for the
mobile device.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the antenna arrays of
each base station are arranged at different directions to create
a plurality of independent antenna arrays for estimating the
location of the mobile device.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving radio fre-
quency signals from one or more base stations comprises
receiving signals reflected from one or more reflectors in an
environment between said one or more base stations and the
mobile device.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving radio fre-
quency signals from one or more base stations comprises
receiving signals reflected from one or more high efficiency
passive or active reflectors installed in an environment
between said one or more base stations and the mobile device.

12. The method of claim 1 further comprising calculating
values of the signature function for the generated channel
measurements against a set of previously collected channel
measurements over the location scanning region, wherein the
position estimate is identified by finding a location coordi-
nates that minimizes the signature function.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the signature function
is selected from a plurality of signature functions based on at
least one of a required location accuracy, an availability of
antenna arrays, a position acquisition time, a processing
power consumption, and multipath environment conditions.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the signature function
with a large gradient versus locations in the location region is
selected from a plurality of signature functions to provide a
low position estimation error.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the signature function
corresponds to a full channel response, wherein the signature
function is generated by coherently comparing amplitude and
phase of channel measurements.

16. The method of claim 1 further comprising applying a
time-alignment process to said channel measurements during
scanning and positioning phases prior to optimizing the sig-
nature function.

17. The method of claim 1 further comprising combining a
time-alignment process with said optimizing of the signature
function value by combining channel measurements during a
scanning phase and channel measurements generated by the
mobile device.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the transmit diversity
configurations further comprise at least one of a number of
transceivers available for each base station, a number of car-
rier frequencies available for each base station, and phase
array coefficients of each base station.

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the functionality of
said location server is implemented in one or more of said
base stations.

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the functionality of
said location server is implemented in said mobile device.

21. The method of claim 1, wherein the functionality of
said location server is implemented in a remote location
server external to said mobile device and said one or more
base stations.



